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WILLOW GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Execu琀椀ve Summary 

Introduc琀椀on 

Bedford Borough Council held a presump琀椀on compe琀椀琀椀on in June 2023 for a sponsor to be appointed 
to operate a brand new free school located in the Wixams area. 

In order to accommodate this new school provision, Bedford Borough Council iden琀椀昀椀ed a site for the 
new school and ini琀椀ated a build process which is due for comple琀椀on in Summer 2024. The school will 
provide, when full, 840 places for primary aged children from Recep琀椀on to Year 6. Ini琀椀ally, it will open 
with a Recep琀椀on Year and Year 1.   

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, based in Milton Keynes, submi琀琀ed a proposal to run this new 
provision and was delighted to receive approval from Bedford Borough Council in July 2023 and from 
the Department for Educa琀椀on in September 2023. 

As part of the process of opening a new school, the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust is legally required to 
hold a consulta琀椀on exercise (under Sec琀椀on 10 of the Academies Act 2010) to determine whether the 
Trust should enter into a funding agreement with the Secretary of State to set up a free school, namely 
Willow Grove Primary School. 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust is providing informa琀椀on on the new school provision located in 
Wixams in village 3 and is seeking the views and feedback of all par琀椀es who may have an interest in, 
or be a昀昀ected by, this new school provision.  

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust brings exper琀椀se in the opening of new schools, a proven track record 
of educa琀椀onal excellence and an understanding of the aspira琀椀ons and needs of the community of 
Wixams. 

Further informa琀椀on on the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust and our vision and ethos as sponsor of 
Willow Grove Primary School can be found on page 5 or at www.ket.educa琀椀on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ket.education/
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Responding to the Consulta琀椀on 

The consulta琀椀on runs from Wednesday, 4th October 2023 to 4pm on Tuesday, 21st November 2023 
inclusive.  The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust is consul琀椀ng all those who may have an interest in, or be 
a昀昀ected by, the opening of the school. 

The consulta琀椀on feedback ques琀椀onnaire can be found at h琀琀ps://www.willowgrove.school/  (but is also 
included for convenience in Annex 3 of this consulta琀椀on paper) and can be completed and submi琀琀ed 
online at consulta琀椀on@willowgrove.school. Alterna琀椀vely, you can complete a paper copy and return 
it to: 

Willow Grove Primary School Consulta琀椀on 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust 
c/o Oakgrove School 
Venturer Gate 

Middleton 

Milton Keynes 

MK10 9JQ 

 

If you would like a paper copy sent to you, please contact us on 01908 533724 or 01908 533725 or 
write to Consulta琀椀on Enquiries, at the address above. 

Drop-in Session 

There is also an opportunity to a琀琀end a drop-in session on one of the following dates and 琀椀mes: 

- Thursday, 19th October 2023 between 1pm and 2.30pm, to be held at Lakeview Village Hall1.  
 

- Thursday, 9th November 2023 between 1pm and 2.30pm, to be held at Lakeview Village Hall.   

Further informa琀椀on about the school will be available and there will be an opportunity to speak with 
representa琀椀ves of the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust. 

We value your feedback.   

Thank you. 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust 
4th October 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Lakeview Village Hall, 155-160 Brooklands Avenue, Wixams, Bedfordshire, MK42 6AB 

https://www.willowgrove.school/
mailto:consultation@willowgrove.school
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KINGSBRIDGE EDUCATIONAL TRUST: Sponsor and Proposing Group 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust is a mul琀椀-academy trust (a charitable company limited by guarantee) 
with sponsorship accredita琀椀on from the Department of Educa琀椀on (DfE). Sponsorship accredita琀椀on is 
given by the DfE to high-performing trusts, such as the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, a昀琀er a rigorous 
approval process. At the moment Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust operates four schools: Middleton 
Primary, Monkston Primary, Oakgrove ‘all-through’ and Kents Hill Park ‘all-through’. It is in consulta琀椀on 
with two lower schools in Central Bedfordshire who are also looking to join the trust in the next 12 
months. 

All schools within the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust are rated as ‘outstanding’ or ‘good’ by Ofsted. No 
school has ever been judged less than ‘good’ by Ofsted with Middleton Primary being graded as 
‘outstanding’ in May 2023. We consistently produce excellent examina琀椀on outcomes. 

Our Vision 

Ambi琀椀on for all lies at the heart of our vision for Willow Grove Primary School. We will create a truly 
outstanding school that will cater for pupils of all needs and abili琀椀es. We will ensure that all children 
make excellent academic progress within a curriculum that will inspire, excite and develop character 
and resilience. Every child will be equipped with the knowledge and skills they need to maximise their 
opportuni琀椀es in a rapidly-changing world. 

Our vision for Willow Grove Primary School is a beacon of excellence, responding and evolving to local 
context and need. We want the new school to be a busy, ac琀椀ve hub for the community – an exci琀椀ng 
and vibrant place to be during and a昀琀er the school day. It will have its own dedicated Headteacher and 
be fully inclusive and welcoming to all. Ini琀椀ally, it will o昀昀er all the bene昀椀ts of a large school with a small 
school se琀�ng. 

At Willow Grove Primary School we will: 
• Aspire to the highest standards of academic achievement 

• Ensure con琀椀nuity in learning across the school 
• Provide the very best in teaching and learning opportuni琀椀es for every pupil 
• Have the highest expecta琀椀ons of what each pupil can achieve 

• Place safeguarding at the centre of its work 

• O昀昀er opportuni琀椀es to develop a broad range of skills inside and outside of the classroom 

• Prepare and equip pupils for the next stage of their school journey 

• Promote and sustain the very best of Bri琀椀sh values, including fairness, honesty and jus琀椀ce with 
a commitment to equality and public service 

• Aim to develop a strong community spirit where co-opera琀椀on and collabora琀椀on are encouraged 

Ethos 

We will aim to create an ethos where: 
• A welcoming atmosphere is created in school and everyone feels valued 

• Our pupils are happy, feel safe and look forward to coming to school 
• Pupils are well-mannered and show considera琀椀on to others 

• Pupils work hard and take pride in their achievements 

• Pupils work together to solve problems and support each other 

• High expecta琀椀ons are the norm 
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Curriculum 

The school will o昀昀er a full curriculum from Day 1 covering all early-years’ goals and building and 
extending on the na琀椀onal curriculum. It will be imagina琀椀ve, challenging and fun, allowing for seamless 
con琀椀nuity throughout the primary years. There will be a wide-range of extra-curricular ac琀椀vi琀椀es on 
o昀昀er and the curriculum will be personalised for those pupils who need addi琀椀onal support. There will 
be a par琀椀cular emphasis on ar琀椀s琀椀c and crea琀椀ve subjects so each child can develop their interests and 
aspira琀椀ons. 

Special Educa琀椀onal Needs and Disabili琀椀es (SEND) 
Willow Grove Primary School will be fully inclusive for pupils of all abili琀椀es and needs. There will be a 
dedicated Special Educa琀椀onal Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo). 

Willow Grove Primary School: Site/Loca琀椀on informa琀椀on 

Willow Grove Primary School  
Fisherswood Road 

Wixams 

Bedford 

MK45 3TE 

 

Willow Grove Primary School is located in Village 3 (town centre) of the Wixams development which 
is situated to the south of Bedford Borough and is cross border with Central Bedfordshire.  Wixams is 
expected to become the third largest se琀琀lement in the Borough, a昀琀er Bedford itself and Kempston.   

The development has two exis琀椀ng primary schools and a secondary school, with demand growing as 
occupa琀椀ons within new housing increase. 

Willow Grove Primary School: building informa琀椀on 

The school is located on a site of approximately 3.4 hectares within the town centre and includes: 

• Classrooms 

• Large hall 
• Library 

• Specialist rooms 

• Playing 昀椀elds and a range of sports provision 

• Car parking for sta昀昀 and visitors 

 

The layout of the site has made the most of the topography of the land and exis琀椀ng trees and 
hedgerows. The building has been designed to provide a focal point and new iden琀椀ty to the 
community.  

Access and transport 
The safety of pupils and visitors to the school will be of paramount importance.  There will be a 
dedicated car park and drop o昀昀 facility.  These will be carefully monitored alongside possible tra昀케c 
昀氀ow and conges琀椀on as the school increases in size.  Pupils will be encouraged to walk and cycle to 
school where suitable pathways exist. 
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Community Use / Shared Facili琀椀es 

We will look to open facili琀椀es to the public and ensure community use of the new school.  We will look 
to ensure the school has a posi琀椀ve impact on the local community and complements and expands the 
provision within the local area.  

School opening hours 

The school opening hours will be available in due course. 

Uniform 

The uniform will be purple and charcoal grey.  Full details of the uniform will be available in due course. 

Number of places 

Due to the size and loca琀椀on of the Wixams development, it is essen琀椀al that su昀케cient school places 
are provided within Wixams itself. 

As the Wixams community con琀椀nues to grow, the demand for places in the locality has increased and 
the opening of Willow Grove Primary School is in line with planned growth.  Demand will increase over 
the coming years and the school will grow to its ul琀椀mate 4 form entry in line with that growth in order 
to meet the need for addi琀椀onal school places.   

In September 2024 the school will open with one class of 25 in Recep琀椀on Year and one class of 25 in 
Year 1 but will be built with facili琀椀es to expand to a 4 form entry/120 published admission number/840 
total place school, increasing pupil numbers in line with an琀椀cipated growth. 

Willow Grove Primary School de昀椀ned area 

The de昀椀ned area for Willow Grove Primary School will be those residences with Wixams in their full 
postal address. 

Thinking of applying for a place at Willow Grove Primary School for your child? 

The proposed admission arrangements for 2024 are in Annex 1 and the proposed admission 
arrangements for 2025 are in Annex 2. 

Schools normally consult on proposed admission arrangements for a given intake around two years in 
advance of the admission date, and formally determine the admission arrangements for that intake 
around eighteen months in advance.  As there isn't su昀케cient 琀椀me to do that consistently with the 
normal statutory 琀椀metable, we are consul琀椀ng on the proposed admission arrangements for both 
intakes as part of our wider consulta琀椀on on opening a new free school, in order to be open and 
transparent with parents.  

Your feedback on any aspect of the proposed admission arrangements for either or both intakes can 
be provided as part of this consulta琀椀on by comple琀椀ng the ques琀椀onnaire response.  

Applying for a place in Recep琀椀on Year or Year 1 in September 2024 

Willow Grove Primary School will ini琀椀ally open with 25 places available in Recep琀椀on Year and 25 places 
in Year 1.  Although Local Authori琀椀es usually coordinate admission in the 'normal admission round' for 
all schools in their area, in the case of a new free school, applica琀椀ons will be made directly to the 
school in the 昀椀rst year of opening due to the inconsistencies with the standard admission 琀椀metable 
for determina琀椀on.  
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You will therefore be able to apply for a place in Recep琀椀on Year and Year 1 at Willow Grove Primary 
School directly to the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust.  For more informa琀椀on, please visit 
h琀琀ps://www.willowgrove.school/ .   The closing date for applica琀椀ons is 15th January 2024 and you will 
be no琀椀昀椀ed of the outcome of your applica琀椀on on na琀椀onal o昀昀er day, Tuesday, 16th April 2024. 

If the school does not have a funding agreement by this date, the o昀昀er of a primary place will be 
condi琀椀onal and parents will receive a 昀椀rm o昀昀er of another school place from the Local Authority. 

Recruitment 
The Headteacher designate will be in post prior to the school opening.  Peter Barnes, CEO of the 
Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust will be the interim Headteacher.  Other vacancies will be adver琀椀sed on 
the Trust website at www.ket.educa琀椀on.  

Timetable 

The an琀椀cipated 琀椀metable for the proposed opening of Willow Grove Primary School is as follows: 

- Consulta琀椀on opens – Wednesday, 4th October 2023 

- Consulta琀椀on closes – 4pm on Tuesday, 21st November 2023 

- The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust Board of Directors meet to consider responses – late 
November/early December 2023 

- The DfE is informed of the outcome of the consulta琀椀on and the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust 
Board of Directors considera琀椀on of responses received – by Friday, 15th December 2023 

- Proposed signing of the Funding Agreement between the Secretary of State for Educa琀椀on and 
the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust – early 2024 

- Ongoing – prepara琀椀ons con琀椀nue for the opening of the school 
- September 2024 – School opens 

Consulta琀椀on feedback 

Thank you for your interest in Willow Grove Primary School.  As we prepare for the opening of the 
school in September 2024, our website at h琀琀ps://www.willowgrove.school/ will be updated with key 
developments and informa琀椀on rela琀椀ng to the school.   

We also have consulta琀椀on drop-in sessions planned, open to all those who may be interested in this 
exci琀椀ng new development, where there will be an opportunity to meet representa琀椀ves from the 
Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, view building plans, obtain admissions informa琀椀on and 昀椀nd out how 
parents and the local community can get involved to create a school to be proud of.  This will also 
provide the opportunity to ask ques琀椀ons and share your views. 

The drop-in consulta琀椀on sessions will be held on 

- Thursday, 19th October 2023 between 1pm and 2.30pm, to be held at Lakeview Village Hall2.  
 

- Thursday, 9th November 2023 between 1pm and 2.30pm, to be held at Lakeview Village Hall.   

 

                                                           
2 Lakeview Village Hall, 155-160 Brooklands Avenue, Wixams, Bedfordshire, MK42 6AB 

 

https://www.willowgrove.school/
http://www.ket.education/
https://www.willowgrove.school/


 

Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee and registered in England and Wales with company 
number 09144847. The registered o昀케ce is at Oakgrove School, Venturer Gate, Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9JQ 
 

Page 9 of 16 

 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust is consul琀椀ng all those who may have an interest in, or be a昀昀ected 
by, the opening.  We would appreciate your feedback and views.  The consulta琀椀on will close at 4pm 
on Tuesday, 21st November 2023 and all responses will need to be received by then.  Our feedback 
form can be found at Annex 3.  Alterna琀椀vely, we would welcome your feedback online, and a copy of 
our feedback form can also be found online at h琀琀ps://www.willowgrove.school/. 

If you or somebody you know requires the informa琀椀on to be provided in a di昀昀erent language, please 
email enquiries@willowgrove.school with further details of what is required. 

We look forward to receiving your comments. 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust 
4th October 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.willowgrove.school/
mailto:enquiries@willowgrove.school
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Annex 1 – Proposed admission arrangements for Willow Grove Primary School for 
September 2024 

 

The proposed admission arrangements for September 2024 can be viewed here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.willowgrove.school/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Willow-Grove-Proposed-Admission-Policy-for-2024-25.pdf
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Annex 2 – Proposed admission arrangements for Willow Grove Primary School for 
September 2025 

 

The proposed admission arrangements for September 2025 can be viewed here. 
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Annex 3 – Willow Grove Primary School Consulta琀椀on Feedback Form 

The following ques琀椀onnaire forms part of Willow Grove Primary School consulta琀椀on.  The 
consulta琀椀on runs from Wednesday, 4th October 2023 to 4pm on Tuesday, 21st November 2023 
inclusive and completed ques琀椀onnaires must be received by this 琀椀me.   

The ques琀椀onnaire can be found at h琀琀ps://www.willowgrove.school/ and can be completed and 
submi琀琀ed online at consulta琀椀on@willowgrove.school. Alterna琀椀vely, you may complete a paper copy 
and return to: 

Willow Grove Primary School Consulta琀椀on 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust 
c/o Oakgrove School 
Venturer Gate 

Middleton 

Milton Keynes 

MK10 9JQ 

 

Please contact us on 01908 533724 or 01908 533725 or write to Consulta琀椀on Enquiries, Willow 
Grove Primary School, c/o Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, Venturer Gate, Middleton, Milton Keynes, 
MK10 9JQ if you would like a paper copy sent to you. 

If you or somebody you know requires the informa琀椀on to be provided in a di昀昀erent language, please 
email enquiries@wilowgrove.school with further details of what is required. 

Drop-in Session 

We also have consulta琀椀on drop-in sessions planned, open to all those who may be interested in this 
exci琀椀ng new development, where there will be an opportunity to meet representa琀椀ves from the 
Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, view building plans, obtain admissions informa琀椀on and 昀椀nd out how 
parents and the local community can get involved to create a school to be proud of.  This will also 
provide the opportunity to ask ques琀椀ons and share your views. 

The drop-in consulta琀椀on sessions will be held on  

- Thursday, 19th October 2023 between 1pm and 2.30pm, to be held at Lakeview Village Hall3.  
 

- Thursday, 9th November 2023 between 1pm and 2.30pm, to be held at Lakeview Village Hall.   

We value your feedback.   

Thank you. 

The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust 
4th October 2023 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 Lakeview Village Hall, 155-160 Brooklands Avenue, Wixams, Bedfordshire, MK42 6AB 

https://www.willowgrove.school/
mailto:consultation@willowgrove.school
mailto:enquiries@wilowgrove.school
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WILLOW GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL – CONSULTATION FEEDBACK FORM 

Name  

Email address 

1. What connec琀椀on do you have with Willow Grove Primary School? 

 

a. Prospective parent/carer  

b. Staff/Governor at a local school  

c. Other  

d. Local resident  

e. Local politician  

f. Member of the public  

 

2. If you are a prospec琀椀ve parent/carer, are you considering Willow Grove Primary School for 
your child/children? (please indicate as appropriate) 
 

a. Yes 

b. No 

 

3. Do you think the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust should enter into a Funding Agreement4 with 
the Secretary of State for Educa琀椀on to open Willow Grove Primary School? (please indicate 
as appropriate) 
 

a. Yes 

b. No 

Please provide any comments or feedback: 

(optional) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4 Funding Agreement –A Funding Agreement is the contract between the Secretary of State for Educa琀椀on and the academy trust (here, the 
Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust) opera琀椀ng the Free School.  The Secretary of State promises to pay the monthly funding needed to run the 
school and, in return, the Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust must provide an educa琀椀on that meets certain standards and requirements. 
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4. Willow Grove Primary School will have strong links with the wider community and will o昀昀er 
ac琀椀vi琀椀es and its facili琀椀es to the local community.  Which of the following ac琀椀vi琀椀es would 
you be interested in? (Please 琀椀ck as many as you would like to) 
 

a. Internet facilities  

b. School Hall/Meeting room hire  

c. Education (evening classes/adult education)  

d. Breakfast Clubs  

e. Music and Dance Activities  

f. Half term and holiday activities  

g. After School Clubs  

h. Sports facilities  

 

5. Would you be interested in serving on the school’s Local Governing Body (LGB)?  
(please indicate as appropriate) 

a. Yes 

b. No 

 

6. The proposed 2024 admission arrangements for the school are set out in Annex 1 and form 
part of the consulta琀椀on.  Do you have any comments or feedback you wish to share? 

 

a. No, I do not have any comments on the proposed 2024 admission 

arrangements for the school. 

 

 

b. Yes, I would like to offer the following comments/feedback (you may 

continue on a separate sheet if necessary): 
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7. The proposed 2025 admission arrangements for the school are set out in Annex 2 and form 
part of the consulta琀椀on.  Do you have any comments or feedback you wish to share? 

 

a. No, I do not have any comments on the proposed 2025 admission 

arrangements for the school. 

 

 

b. Yes, I would like to offer the following comments/feedback (you may 

continue on a separate sheet if necessary): 
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8. Do you have anything else you would like to add (you may con琀椀nue on a separate sheet if 
necessary)? 

 

 

Please return your completed form either via email to consulta琀椀on@willowgrove.school or a paper 
copy can be sent to: Willow Park Primary School Consulta琀椀on, The Kingsbridge Educa琀椀onal Trust, c/o 
Oakgrove School, Venturer Gate, Middleton, Milton Keynes, MK10 9JQ. Thank you. 
 

The deadline for receipt of comments Is 4pm on Tuesday, 21st November 2023 
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