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Be Creative - Be Authentic - Be Your Best 

A very warm welcome back to all our Willow Grove families. I hope you had an enjoyable summer break and that
the children are settling happily back into school life. It has been wonderful to see the school full of energy again
and to see the children returning so positively, ready for another exciting year of learning.
We are especially delighted to welcome our 60 new EYFS children and their families to Willow Grove as they begin
their educational journey with us. This September marks an important milestone for our school as we expand to
two-form entry in EYFS for the first time.
We are incredibly proud of the positive reputation Willow Grove continues to build within our community. All 60 of
our Reception places were filled this year and, unfortunately, demand meant that some families were
disappointed not to secure a place. We never take that confidence in our school for granted. We want every
family who has entrusted their child to Willow Grove to feel that they have chosen a brilliant learning environment
where their child will be known, valued, supported and encouraged to thrive.
There is so much to look forward to this year, and we are excited to share it with you. Our weekly Headteacher’s
Newsletter will keep you up to date with school news, celebrations and important information, while Class
Teachers’ Newsletters, sent at the beginning of each term, will give you a closer look at what your child will be
learning and experiencing in the classroom.
We are looking forward to another fantastic year together at Willow Grove!

You Said… We Listened
Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our parent surveys and share feedback with us last
year. We value your views and, wherever we can, use them to help us improve how we communicate with
and support our families. As a result of your feedback, we have made a number of changes for this
academic year.
More regular information about your child’s progress - Alongside our full end-of-year report, parents will now
receive two short interim reports during the year. These will give you a simple overview of whether your child is
working at the expected level in the core subjects, together with a clear target for each. This will help you
understand how your child is progressing and what their next steps are, rather than waiting until the end of the
year for a formal written report.
More notice of important dates - We know how difficult it can be to juggle work, childcare and family
commitments, particularly when school events require you to make arrangements in advance. We have
therefore tried to publish key dates much earlier this year, including events such as Nativities, Sports Day and
other opportunities for families to join us in school. These dates have been added to the parent calendar on our
website, so please do check it regularly for updates.
Easier access to SEND support - Our new SENDCO, Mrs Campbell, has introduced a half-termly SEND Coffee
Morning and Drop-In. These sessions will give parents an informal opportunity to speak to her, whether you have
a new concern about your child, would like an update on existing support or simply want to check in about
progress with an EHCP or other SEND provision. The dates for this are on the calendar.
Helping you understand what your child is learning - We have also set dates for parent workshops early in the
year.  These will help you develop a really clear understanding of what your child will learn, when they will learn it
and how you can support their learning at home.
We hope these changes make a genuine difference. Please continue to share your views with us – we may
not be able to act on every suggestion, but we will always listen and consider how we can continue to make
Willow Grove even better for our children and families.

https://www.willowgrove.school/


A Few Reminders
Morning arrival – gates open at 8:20am.

Please arrive promptly so that your child is ready to start the day and doesn’t miss our early morning challenge work in
the classroom. These activities are an important part of the school day and help children settle quickly and get their
brains switched on for learning!

Busier drop-offs and pick-ups
As Willow Grove grows, our playgrounds and entrances are naturally becoming busier at the beginning and end of the
school day. Please help us to keep everyone safe and make dismissal run smoothly by giving teachers and children
plenty of space.
For Years 1 and 2, children should be collected from their classroom doors.
For Years 3 and 4, teachers will bring their classes outside and line the children up before dismissing them, as these
classrooms do not have doors directly onto the playground. Please leave a clear space around the exits and step back a
little to allow the whole class to come outside and line up safely.
EYFS - we are trialling the drop off and pick up - Mrs Sharpe will confirm if any changes are needed to make this as
smooth as possible.
A little extra space makes a big difference and helps us ensure that every child is handed over safely. Thank you for
your support.

Mobile phones on the playground
Please keep mobile phones away while you are on the school playground. This means you can give your child your full
attention at the beginning and end of their day, but there is also an important safeguarding reason for this request. With
phones increasingly used for photographs and recording, we want all members of our community to feel comfortable
and confident that images of themselves or their children are not being taken without their knowledge.
As our school grows, there will naturally be more adults on site at drop-off and collection times who you may not yet
recognise. Keeping our playgrounds phone-free helps us maintain a safe and comfortable environment for everyone.

Need to speak to your child’s teacher?
Our teachers have an open-door approach at the end of each school day and should always be your first port of call if
you have a question or concern about your child. Please allow them to dismiss all of the children in their care safely first;
once they have done so, they will be very happy to have a quick chat with you.
Monday Morning Reading is back!
Monday Morning Reading starts again on Monday 14th September for children in Years 1–4. Adults are warmly invited to
pop into the classroom for the first 10 minutes of the day to choose a book and enjoy some reading with their child. It is
a lovely way to start the week and we hope to see lots of you joining us.
EYFS families: Mrs Sharpe will let you know when Monday Morning Reading will begin for your children once they are
fully settled into their new routines.

Contacting school
A polite reminder that all email queries should be sent to the school office at admin@willowgrove.school, rather than
emailing teachers directly.
There are several reasons for this. It protects our teachers from receiving high volumes of emails outside their working
hours, enables the school to keep an overview of any issues or concerns, and means we can direct your query to the
person best placed to help you – hopefully getting you the right support as quickly as possible.

Attendance Matters
Finally, please help your child to maintain excellent attendance throughout the year. Wherever possible, medical and
dental appointments should be arranged outside school hours, and families should not book holidays during term time –
however tempting those cheaper holiday prices may be!
There is a strong relationship between good attendance and good educational outcomes. Quite simply, every day in
school matters. A day away from school is a day of learning, experiences and opportunities that cannot always be
recreated. Thank you for working with us to give your child the very best chance of success.

Look out for some exciting  creative opportunities that our pupils will take part in over the course of this year -
Take One Picture with the National Gallery, The Big Ballet and other Live Lessons with the artists and performers
from the Royal Opera House, an art project with our local artist Michaela Hrenova, and Finish This Project by the
English National Opera to name a few!  We are also delighted to now be able to offer some individual and paired

instrument lessons and many of you have taken up that opportunity for your children.

mailto:admin@willowgrove.school


Our New School Council

We are delighted to introduce our School Council for 2026–27!

Our School Council gives children a genuine voice in the life and development of Willow Grove. Representatives are
chosen by their classmates and meet regularly to discuss ideas, raise issues that matter to pupils and help us think
about ways we can make our school and wider community even better.
Being part of the School Council also helps children to understand democracy in action, an important part of the
British Values we promote at Willow Grove. Children learn that everyone has the right to express their views, that we
should listen respectfully to opinions that may be different from our own, and that decisions can be made
collectively and fairly.
Our councillors have an important job: they are not simply there to share their own ideas, but to represent the voices
of the children in their classes. We are looking forward to hearing their ideas and seeing what they achieve this year.

Our School Councillors for
2026–27 are:

Leighton, Isabelle,Harvey,
Eniola, Ramiah, Scarlett,

Teddy and Nyla!

School Councillors from
EYFS will be added after

half-term once the children
know each other a little

better.

Have a child starting school in
September 2027?   Please sign up for
one of our presentation evenings and
share far and wide in the community:

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/GYJE
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